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The Plant Kingdom

merged, its surface will be covered by new layers of rock. There
will be a great difference in age between the lowest of these new
layers and the old layer on which it is deposited. This is due to the
fact that during the time when the area was exposed no new layers
were formed, and much of the former rock, ordinarily of its newest
part, was removed. Owing to such occurrences as that just out-
lined, large gaps frequently occur hi the geological records in a
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given series of rocks. By piecing together the geological records
from various parts of the earth, however, it is possible to get much
information concerning the relative ages of different rock strata.
Incompleteness of fossil records. While fossils have been
formed in various ways, the great majority of them originated
under water, and the discovery of most of them has been due to the
emergence of land that was formerly submerged. When such
fossils are discovered it is usually owing to a combination of favor-
able circumstances. Fossils that are formed in deep seas are
rarely seen, as such areas are not often elevated sufficiently to be-